Church of
St. Patrick
in Armonk
P.O. Box 6,
29 Cox Avenue,
Armonk, N.Y. 10504
(914) 273-9724

FOURTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER
APRIL 22, 2018

MASSES: APRIL 21—APRIL 29, 2018

Sat

4/21

9:00
5:30

——
Guy Magrone (D)

Sun

4/22

8:30

Anthony & Elisa Raia (D)

10:30
12:00

Salvatore Affrurti (D)
People of the Parish

Calendar:
SUNDAY, APRIL 22ND— FOURTH SUNDAY OF
EASTER
FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes
to support a local food pantry
 CCD: 9:20-10:20
 8th Grade Mass & Pot Luck Dinner: 5pm
Mon, April 23 — St. George; St. Adalbert

Mon 4/23

8:30

Maureen Hollingsworth (D)

Tue

4/24

8:30

Carmela DiBiasi (D)

Wed 4/25

8:30

——

Thu

4/26

8:30

——

Fri

4/27

8:30

Walter Bittal, Sr. (D)

Sat

4/28

8:30
5:30

(Mass in Chapel)
Cecilia Winters (D)

Sun

4/29

8:30
10:30
12:00

——
Tony Magleotti (D)
People of the Parish



CCD: 3:30-4:30; 7:00-8:00

Tue, April 24 — St. Fidelis ofSigmaringen


Walking With Purpose: 9:30-11:30 —Gym
7:00-8:30 —Wallace Hall

Wed, April 25 — St. Mark



CCD: 3:30-4:30; 7:00-8:00
Confirmation Practice: 7:00

Thu, April 26 — Weekday


Confirmation Practice: 7:00

Fri, April 27 — Weekday
 Contemplative Prayer Group: 12:30-1:30
Sat, April 28 — St. Peter Chanel; St. Louis Grignion
de Montfort
 Confirmation: 9:30
 Confirmation: 12:30

COLLECTION
April 14/15: $4,773.00 in 103 envelopes
WeShare March 2018: Regular Collection—
$8,958.73
Please consider using WeShare
Thank you for your generosity
PLEASE NOTE—
Change to Saturday morning Mass times:
April 28th—8:30am in Chapel
May 5th —8:30 am in Chapel

SUNDAY, APRIL 29TH— FIFTH SUNDAY OF
EASTER
FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes
to support a local food pantry.
 CCD: 9:20-10:20

Readings for the Week of April 22
Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29
[
22]/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn
10:1-10
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7
[117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30
Wednesday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/
Mk 16:15-20
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and
27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/
Jn 14:1-6
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
[3cd]/Jn 14:7-14
Next Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 3132 [26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8

Theology of the Body (Column 27)
The Virtue of Countenance in times of Abstinence and in times of Sexual Intimacy (for Mature Audiences)
Countenance is self-control and self-mastery over one’s sexual desires. As stated in my last column, countenance is
not only for those who are not married, and therefore may not engage in sexual activity, but also those in marriage. Countenance in marriage is necessary for the virtue of chastity to be active. Chastity directs the sexual activity of a husband and
wife towards its proper meaning in the context of faith. Countenance will be necessary when the other is not interested in
engaging in sexual intercourse. This is necessary lest one takes what is not freely offered; this certainly would be a grave
sin, even with one’s spouse. Countenance is also necessary for the spouse desiring sexual intercourse to postpone sexual
gratification until the other spouse is ready to participate. The dignity of our bodies and the sacredness of the sexual act
prohibit seeking sexual pleasure and gratification apart from sexual intercourse with one’s spouse. Rather, it requires that
we see our bodies as not only ours, but our spouse’s as well, for the two have become one flesh. Masturbation and pornography are not only an injustice to God, His Divine Plan for us and our sexuality, but also to the meaning of our bodies and
sexuality as created in the image of God, the sacrament of marriage, and the rights of one’s spouse. Countenance in times
of abstinence is therefore very necessary. There must be mutual sensitivity towards each other on the part of both spouses:
the one who wants to have sexual intimacy and the one who does not. Love expresses itself towards the other spouse by the
willingness and ability to practice abstinence if the other is not in the mood. It says: “I love you because I seek union with
you more than I seek sexual gratification – you are the subject of my love not the object of my pleasure.” Love can also
say: “I am willing to offer myself as a gift to you, not for the sexual pleasure – which I don’t desire at the moment – but for
the joy of giving myself to you as a gift.” By writing this I am not suggesting a spouse should submit to the other spouse’s
desire out of obligation, but only that it can be offered as a gift to the other as a desire to make love even when there is not a
desire for sexual gratification. Marriage is not celibacy, and chastity within marriage should not require it. The other
spouse should not be expected to live it if not necessary. This is not a license for self-degradation to the lust of another, but
when it is truly an act of love, even if not purely so, and the other spouse freely chooses to receive the gift and offer it in
return, not so much for the sexual pleasure, but simply for love of the other spouse. However, if the person is not in the
mood to receive the gift, or offer themself as a gift, then the countenance must take the form of abstinence.
Countenance is also necessary in times of sexual intimacy – controlling the moment (especially for men) to pace
oneself so that the other person can reach sexual climax as well. To reach it mutually is a worthy goal but even if not
achieved, one must be mindful of the other’s pleasure. As stated earlier, this is a good of marriage, not to be taken, but to be
given and to be received. One should not stop the sexual intimacy simply when they have reached sexual climax, regardless
of the other person. The Theology of the Body explains the theology behind this, but St. John Paul II actually speaks very
precisely of this in Love and Responsibility: “it is necessary to insist that intercourse must not serve merely as a means of
allowing [his] climax. … The man must take [the] difference between male and female reactions into account … so that
climax may be reached [by] both … and as far as possible occur in both simultaneously.” … “not for hedonistic, but for altruistic reasons.” (LR #272, 275)
Countenance is also necessary in foreplay. Passionate kissing and fondling is permitted in marriage as long as it is
directed towards the proper end - climax during sexual intercourse and not separate from it. The sexual purpose is the union
of the couple as one flesh and the begetting of children. Self-control will be very important in order to reach this end. Children do not have to be intended by the couple each time they engage in sexual intimacy, but they must not separate the sexual act from this purpose as God intends. Obviously, it is possible that the couple may have all the right intentions, but the
pleasure and excitement is more than one can control and climax is reached outside of sexual intercourse – no sin here.
This may all seem to be too much, especially coming from a man who is celibate (I refer here not to myself, although I certainly can be included, but to Pope St. John Paul II). However, we must remember this is simply an exposition
of the meaning of love. Love is a free gift. The couples must never take, but freely offer them-selves to the other. It is a
gift for the other for the other’s sake: each person must see their body as a gift to be given for the other, not for selfpleasure and gratification. Even the giving must be done to express the true meaning of love. This does not mean that the
love that is given and received must be so pure that there is nothing for the self in the giving. We are not perfect and there
will probably always be some self-seeking pleasure. However, this must not dominate, and countenance will assist us in
keeping our self-seeking pleasure in check and subordinate to the loving gift of self for the other. How can a celibate like
St. John Paul II, who was also known for his great holiness, know about such things? Next column. I
n Jesus and Mary,

TEEN LIFE
Coordinators: Melissa Gordon, Faith Lorenzo,
Vera Scavone

The Society for the
Propagation of the Faith
Mission Cooperative Appeal
Bro. John Blazo, MM will be at our parish the weekend of May 12 representing the Society for their
Mission Cooperative Appeal.
Thank you for your support of the missions.

Outside the Parish

Catholic Widows and
Widowers
The Catholic Social Widows and Widowers Group.
meets monthly, usually on the fourth Monday of the
month, at the Church of St. Pius X, 91 Secor Rd.
Scarsdale to honor deceased spouses with a Mass at 7
PM in the small chapel off the main church, followed
by a social meeting with refreshments. The next meeting date is Monday, April 23rd. They plan activities
and have meals at local area restaurants. All Catholic
Widows/Widowers are welcome.
For inquiries, call 914-715-5817 or
email: cww10583@gmail.com.

Seton Social
Come Join St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School for their
1st Annual Seton Social Fundraiser on May 4, 2018
@ 6:30pm at the Seton Auditorium. Advance ticket
sales are required (Adults only 21+ older). Tickets
cost $40.00 per person. Admission includes dinner
and 5 raffle tickets. This evening is fun filled with
great raffle prizes, 50/50, silent auction and fun
games. Please submit all payments to the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Rectory (addressed to school) or the
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School Office (914) 5283563. If you are not able to attend and would like to
make a donation, please contact addiedesouza@gmail.com or St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School for
more information.

FOOD FIRST
Please keep the Following in your Prayers
Barbara A.
Caroline Pizzorusso
Jon Adam
John Puttre
Enzo Dattero
Amanda Ross
Jane Dean
Perinna Ruggerio
Teresa D’Onofrio
Fran Samit
Barbara Grasso
John Scrocca
Mario & Gloria Guiliano
Robert Kalian
Francis Roy Sedore
Katerinna MacNeil
Eileen Sullivan
Jaspare Miranda
Patricia Tkach
Jeannie Morris
Sheelagh Rabo
Nick Piteo

Non-Perishable Food Items Needed:
*Cereal

Thank you!
By your generosity, we collected and delivered 3,153
lbs. of food to Mt. Kisco Food Pantry through our
FIAT Food for Lent drive.

Annual Golf Outing
WeShare
WeShare is our cur r ent online giving system at St.
Patricks. WeShare replaced ParishPay in October
2017.
If you have not yet activated your WeShare account,
you will receive an email over the next few weeks
asking you to confirm the email address for your
account.
You can use the following link to access WeShare at
any time to manage or review your contribution
schedules.

Save the Date!
Monday, June 4th at
Whippoorwill Country Club
Details to follow
Any questions, contact
Kevin Mannix
or
Anthony Caravetta at
churchofstpat@optonline.net

https://www.churchgiving.com/?pc=wsg9er15

Join the Knights of Columbus

If you have any questions,
please contact the parish office at
914-273-9724 or churchofstpat@optonline.net

If you are a man (or know of one) looking for a way
to pick up your cross and follow Christ or to provide
a secure future for your family, consider joining the
world’s largest Catholic, Family, Fraternal, Service
organization, The Knights of Columbus.
To join, or for more information visit: kofc.org/
joinus, or to talk with someone, contact Chris Crozier
(cccrozier@comcast.net; 914-924-3305).ccrozier@comcast.net

