Church of
St. Patrick
in Armonk
P.O. Box 6,
29 Cox Avenue,
Armonk, N.Y. 10504
(914) 273-9724
THIRD SUNDAY IN
ADVENT
DECEMBER 13, 2015

MASSES: dec. 12 —DEC. 20, 2015

Sat 12/12
Sun 12/13

Mon 12/14
Tue 12/15
Wed 12/16

9:00
5:30
8:30
10:30

Fanny & Charles Giugno (D)
John Daly (D)
Jennie & William Abati (D)
Douglas Parrish (D)

12:00
8:30
8:30
8:30

People of the Parish
Joseph Lombardo (D)
John Hollingsworth (D)
Mary Lou Greco (D)

Thu 12/17
Fri 12/18
Sat 12/19

8:30
8:30
9:00
5:30

Sun 12/20

8:30
10:30
12:00

——
——
Elizabeth Dannels (L)
People of the Parish
William Abati (D)
Jean Capolino (D)
Miguel Antonio Gomez (D)

Calendar:
SUNDAY, December 13, 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes
to support a local food pantry.

Mon, Dec. 14 — St. John of the Cross
Tue, Dec. 15 — Weekday



Contemplative Prayer Group: 9:30-10:30
Walking With Purpose : 9:30-11:30

Wed, Dec. 16 — Weekday

Thu, Dec. 17 — Weekday


Bible Study: 7:00-8:30

Fri, Dec. 18 — Weekday


Contemplative Prayer Group : 12:30-1:30

Sat, Dec. 19 — Weekday
 Confession: 4:30-5:15
SUNDAY, December 20, 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Dec. 6—Dec. 7: $5,366 in 112 envelopes
ParishPay for November: $10,062
Please consider using Parish Pay
Thank you for your generosity

FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes
to support a local food pantry.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Confessions: Each Satur day evening: 4:30-5:15

Confessions from 4pm-8pm on Monday,
December 14
The Archdiocese has instituted a day for each parish
to have confessions scheduled from 4pm until 8pm
on Monday, December 14th. Also confessions are
scheduled on Saturdays 4:30-5:15 and any time by
appointment.
Holy Day of Obligation
Mass Schedule for January 1, Mary the Holy Mother
of God:
Dec. 31: 5:30
Jan. 1: 8:30, 12:10
Note: No First Fridays J anuar y 1st and Febr uar y
5th; will resume March 4th.
No First Saturday Febr uar y 6th.

Christmas Eve Mass—Thursday, Dec. 24
4:00 pm Children’s Mass
6:00 pm
10:00 pm
Christmas Day Mass—Friday, Dec. 25
8:30 am
10:30 am
12 noon
Note: There will be NO 9am Mass on Saturday,
Dec. 26.

Jubilee Year of Divine Mercy
In my last column I explained what a Jubilee year was and
it’s historical origins. In this column I want to explain the
significance of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as called
by Pope Francis.

The Jubilee began December 8 in commemoration of both
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception and the 50th
anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council.
Pope Francis says the Holy Year is “dedicated to living out
in our daily lives the mercy” which God “constantly extends
to all of us.” One of the symbols used during a Holy Year
is the opening of a “Holy Door”. The door is designated to
signify Christ. It is only through Christ, one could even say
“passing through the Door of Christ’s Mercy” that we can
enter in to the Father’s House, our salvation, Heaven. On
December 8 the Holy Door of St Peter’s was opened. The
Holy Doors of the other papal basilicas will be opened in
subsequent days. As well, as a sign of communion of the
whole Church, the pope has requested that every diocese in
the world open a similar “Door of Mercy” for the local celebrations of the Jubilee. This will be done on December 13th.
A Holy Year is a year of extraordinary graces and privileges
that our Lord grants to us through the authority that He has
entrusted to His Church “Whatever you held bound on earth
shall be held bound in Heaven and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in Heaven.” With this authority, the
Christ will grant through His Church the full pardon and
remission of sins for those who fulfill the requirements as
requested for the Holy Year – but more on this later.
In his decree (Bull) Misericordiae V ultus (The Face of Mercy) calling for the Extraordinary Year of Divine Mercy
Pope Francis elaborated the theological understanding of
God’s mercy: “The mercy of God is not an abstract idea,
but a concrete reality through which he reveals his love as
that of a father or a mother, moved to the very depths out of
love for their child,” the Pope writes. “Mercy is the very
foundation of the Church’s life,” he continues. “The
Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful
and compassionate love.” He recalls that the motto of the
Holy Year is “Merciful like the Father.” “Wherever the
Church is present, the mercy of the Father must be evident,”
he writes. “Wherever there are Christians, everyone should
find an oasis of mercy.”
A traditional way of celebrating a Holy Year is to go on pilgrimage as an “impetus to conversion”. There will be specific sites designated that if you go on a pilgrimage to visit

you can obtain the extraordinary pardon of all sin and the
punishment due to sin (I will be identifying these sites
soon). To avail ourselves of God’s mercy we must experience a conversion from sin to God’s grace and holiness.
The Pope gives some practical suggestions; do not judge or
condemn but forgive and give, avoiding gossip, envy and
jealousy; have a heart open to the fringes of society and
bring consolation, mercy and solidarity to people who live
in precarious situations; take up the corporal and spiritual
acts of mercy with joy; and observe the “24 Hours for the
Lord” initiative, which encourages prayer and the sacrament
of reconciliation, in every diocese during Lent. Of course
we need not and should not wait until Lent to participate in
the sacrament of reconciliation (Confession).
The Pope reminds us that the relationship between justice
and mercy as “two dimensions of a single reality that…
culminates in the fullness of love.” “God does not deny justice …He rather envelopes it and surpasses it with an even
greater event (mercy) in which we experience love as the
foundation of true justice.” In fact we cannot understand
the significance of God’s Mercy without understanding His
Justice. Of course both His Mercy and Justice our beyond
our comprehension, but understanding it to the degree that
God has revealed it to us. Also without this understanding
the significance of the Holy Year and the favors, privilege,
and extraordinary gifts of Grace and Mercy will be lost on
us. The Holy Year will be reduce merely to a theme in
which we recall throughout the year that God is merciful.
The year is not meant to simply recall that God is Merciful
but to give us opportunities to receive God’s mercy in ways
that would not ordinarily be available to us. As with all Jubilees, a plenary indulgence is granted during the Holy Year
of Mercy for those who fulfill all of the usual requirements.
“A plenary what?” you might ask. Maybe you are amongst
the many who thought the Church did away with
“indulgences” after the Second Vatican Council. Possibly
you thought Martin Luther cured us of this medieval notion.
Eventually I will explain all this but I must end here and
continue in my next column.
In Jesus and Mary

Please excuse our appearance as our Bulletin is
undergoing reconstruction. We have changed
from a 4 page bulletin to a 6 page bulletin.
Hopefully these changes will improve not only
our bulletin but our ability to communicate
with you on what is going on in the parish, in
our neighboring parishes, and in our community. This is a work in progress. Please be patient as we consider our new format and what
exactly we want to publish in the Bulletin.

Readings for the Week of December 13, 2015
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-6/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-9/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Ps 85:9-14/Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-4, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17
Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-6, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19/Heb 10:5-10/
Lk 1:39-45
©Liturgical Publications Inc

Thank you
Correction:
In the answers to Last Weeks Cross Word
Puzzle had 2 across as Hebrew. It should
be Messiah (the Hebrew term for Christ)
The word of course is in its English form.
Please keep the Following in your Prayers
Religious Education
As we develop the bulletin we hope to have a
section for Religious Education News and Information.
Youth Ministry, Teen Life and CYO
We also would like to have a section for news
and info concerning youth ministry, teen life
and CYO

John Puttre
Joy Lichten
Patricia Tkach
To add someone to this prayer list you must be a parishioner
and the person must be an immediate member of your family or another parishioner. Parents, brother’s and sister’s and
Grandparents are considered immediate members. This is
too keep the prayer list from becoming too large and difficult to manage. It will be the responsibility of the person
who submitted the name to inform the bulletin editor when
the name should come off. As of now names will stay on
the list until removed or one year has passed. Names may
be re-submitted. Thank you for your cooperation.

AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE TO PREPARE FOR
CONFESSION:
You shall not have any gods before me!
Have I given false worship, participated in pagan or
non Christian worship?
Have I received communion in another faith or denomination?
Have I practiced superstition, divination, or Satanism?
Have I neglected my duties to God: Prayer, worship,
thanks?
Have I deliberately doubted God’s love for me, his
mercy, his existence, his providence, despaired or
been presumptuous of God’s mercy?
Have I profaned sacred persons, objects, or places?
Have I been indifferent to God’s love for me?
Do I make an honest effort to put God first in my life
or am I content to relegate him to a portion of my
life?
Have I received Communion or received any sacrament unworthily (with mortal sin)
Have I cursed God or been angry with God?
Have I delayed my conversion, my sorrow for sins?
Do I make an honest effort to grow in holiness, to
avoid the occasions of sin?
You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain!
Have I deliberately used the name of God in vain,
invoking the name of God over trivial matters,
not giving his name and those of his saints due
respect and reverence?
Have I invoked God’s name to witness to a lie?
Do I use vulgar language? Do I do so around children?
Have I wished anyone evil or harm?
You shall keep holy the Sabbath day!
Have I deliberately missed Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation without just cause?
Do I deliberately engage in unnecessary, servile labor
on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation?
Do I acknowledge Sunday as a day to honor the Lord
or just as a day off in which I have to go to Mass?
You shall honor your Father and Mother!
Have I failed to honor my Father and Mother with
ingratitude for their sacrifices?
Have I failed to care for them in their physical, emotional, spiritual, and financial needs?
Have I caused my parents hardship, disrespected them
in how I talk to them, treat them or talk about
them to others?
You shall not kill!
Have I ever had an abortion or assisted someone in
having an abortion?
Have I ever used an abortification pill as a form of
birth control?
Have I done physical or emotional violence or harm
to anyone, particularly my spouse or children?
Have I deliberately misused prescription drugs, illegal
substances, or drank alcohol for the purpose of
getting “smashed”?
Have I caused scandal to others, particularly children,
by my behavior?
Have I deliberately encouraged other to sins or led
them into sin?

Have I endangered the lives of others through neglect
or recklessness?
Do I harbor a grudge against someone else, unwilling
to forgive them?
You shall not commit adultery!
Have I ever had any sexual contact with someone
other than my spouse?
Have I reduced my spouse to a mere object of my
pleasure?
Have I deliberately aroused myself, masturbated, or
committed any type of acts of sodomy?
Do I tell immoral jokes?
Have I had any sexual activity outside of marriage?
You shall not steal!
Have I ever misused someone else’s property?
Have I stolen: this includes breaking copyright laws,
cheating on taxes?
Have I defrauded someone of their fair wage, especially the poor, the ignorant, and the immigrant?
Have I defrauded my employer by being lazy, cheating on my time?
Have I neglected the just needs of the poor?
Have I misused God’s creation?
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor?
Have I lied?
Have I participated in gossip (speaking about others in
away that shows a lack of respect and charity
towards them)?
Have I slandered anyone (told a lie about others that
cause damage to their good name an reputation)?
Have I used artificial means of contraception?
Have I done damage to an others reputation by speaking about them when it was not my business to
tell and/or to someone who had no right to know
(called the sin of detraction)?
Have I been guilty of rash judgment?
Have I committed perjury, broken a solemn promise
or vow?
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife?
Have I deliberately entertained impure and lustful
thoughts, or looked at pornography?
Have I been an occasion of lust by others by the way I
dress or act?
Do I value the virtues of purity and modesty or do I
belittle them before others or make fun of those
who esteem these virtues?
You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods?
Do I harbor feelings of jealousy, envy at the good
fortune of others?
Do I rejoice at the bad fortune of others?
Am I greedy?

